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provocation. "I suppose it's no good warning you. I was
nearly caught myself, not long ago/'

Fersen stiffened a little, but walked on in silence. The
Queen was forgotten. The Queen had a husband of her own,
a good man and powerful to protect her. Others were in more
need of help. The world was cruel to women, and even inno-
cence was at the mercy of envy and disappointed malice.

Some day he might be grateful to Stael-Holstein for helping
Mm to make up his mind. Meanwhile there was a word that
needed speaking, even if it a little anticipated the march of
events.

eTli thank you not to talk in that fashion," he said. "It has
been kept a secret so far, but I am hoping that Mademoiselle
Necker will soon be my affianced wife."